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a-, ab-, abs-= “away” or “from”  Study Guide 

abnormal: away from what is considered normal  

abduct: to take a person away by force 

abrasive: a substance for grinding, smoothing, or polishing  

absent: not present, to keep oneself away 

abstain: to keep oneself from doing something 

abrupt: happening without warning; sudden 

absorbent: to take up or swallow up 

avocation: an interest or hobby that is not one’s regular job 

avert: to turn away from 

aborigine: a member of an original race to live somewhere 

abhors: dislikes, hates 

 

Bonus words!!! 

abolish: to do away with completely  

abdicate: to give up one’s position of authority 


